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EAST PYE MEGA SOLAR APPLICATION 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AN IMPORTANT PARISH COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING 

 

Hempnall Parish Council invites you to a public meeting at Hempnall Village 

Hall on Friday April 17th at 7.00pm at which it will make a formal decision on 

the East Pye Application. Please make every effort to attend – the Parish 

Council wants to hear your views about this huge proposal. 
 

The application has moved to the pre-examination phase in the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 

(NSIP) planning process. This is the period when you can register as an Interested Party and you will need to 

do this if you want your opinion to be taken into account by the Planning Inspectorate when it decides whether 

or not to recommend approval of the scheme. We will explain how to register at the meeting. 

 

If permitted the East Pye scheme would cover 2718 acres (*) of countryside with solar panels and associated 

infrastructure including a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), inverter buildings, substations, security 

fencing and cameras, new tracks and grid connection infrastructure (including a new National Grid Substation). 

The landscape in and around Hempnall, and over a much larger area stretching from Tivetshall to Seething, 

would be transformed. If you want to know what a solar project looks like drive along the minor roads south 

of Swainsthorpe, to the west of the A140, through the Bloys Grove solar scheme (currently under construction). 

The picture below shows just a part of this development which in total will cover 200 acres – East Pye would 

be 14 times bigger.  

 

See the YouTube video via this QR Code  

 

 

The Cumulative Impact map (reproduced overleaf) covers 400 sq km of South 

Norfolk. It shows all the solar schemes and associated developments that are currently 

in the planning system and those which have been built or are under construction. The 

government’s claim of 0.1% land coverage certainly doesn’t apply to us. 

 

 

 (*) 2718 acres is equivalent to approximately 1700 football pitches. The land earmarked for cable route 

corridors increases the total project area to over 5,000 acres (more than 3,000 football pitches) 



 


