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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 21 October 2025 at 7:00 in 

The Mill  

 

Present 

Chairman Mr David Hook, Mrs Joan Cann, Mr Richard Delf, Mr Robert Elliott, Mr Hamish 

Rose, Mr Mike Turner, Mr Peter Workman and the Clerk Mr Ian Nelson. 

 

 

Members of the public present  

Mrs Rachel Shreeve, Mr Anthony Cane, Mrs Susan Cane, Mr Michael Talbot and Mr David 

Brar and Mr Bob Shingleton. 

 

 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from County Councillor Alison Thomas, District Councillor 

Martyn Hooton and Mr Phil Bates. 

 

 

Declaration of interests 

Mr Hook declared a non-financial interest in the East Pye Solar Project as he is a trustee of 

CPRE Norfolk. 

 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting 

Mrs Cann proposed, Mr Turner seconded, and it was unanimously agreed the minutes of 

the meeting on 16 September 2025 be approved. 

 

 

 

Public Participation  

See below re the planning appeal. 

 

 

County Councillor Update  

Mrs Thomas had submitted the following written report:  

“Devolution was agreed today so we will progress to a directly elected Mayoral election 

next May. There was a busy debate at Council which resulted in a large cross-party vote 

for devolution 51-7. The deal brings £37.4m per year and access to adult education funding. 

The new mayor will also have strategic highway powers devolved to them too. The Council 

will now set up the new authority in partnership with Suffolk ready for the new mayor in 

May. The Leader and Deputy will serve on the MCA along with Suffolk counterparts and 

the Mayor.” 

 

 

 

District Councillor Update  

Mr Hooton reported that there was nothing to report. 

 

 

Planning Applications   

New applications since the last meeting:  

There were none.  

 

Applications approved since the last meeting:  

2025/2305 - Berries Direct Farming Ltd, Spring Farm Spring Lane Hempnall - Non-

material amendment to 2022/1803 - Changes external doors to the biomass building and the 

office/cold store building with the inclusion of an additional door roller shutter door in the 

east elevation of the office/cold store building  

 

 

Applications withdrawn since the last meeting:  

There were none.  

Applications refused since the last meeting:  

There were none. 
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Planning Appeal 2024/2027 Land to the rear of 25 Coronation Crescent and 2-10 

Roland Drive Hempnall - Change of use of land from agricultural to residential 

gardens 

 

The applicants requested the parish council fully support their appeal to allow permitted 

development rights on the land behind their current properties which they intend to use as 

gardens. 

 

Mr Hook proposed, Mr Elliott seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that the Clerk we 

submit comments to support the appeal to allow permitted development whilst pointing out 

that we adhere to our policy re non-extension of the development boundary settlement limit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN 

Applications outside the parish boundary since the last meeting  

There were none.  

East Pye Solar Project 

Harassment 

Mr Bates had reported by email that there had been no progress from the police nor the 

Crime Commissioners. Mr Bates to monitor. 

 

East Pye intentions re compulsory purchase 

The Clerk had chased Daclour Maclaren for and received a response indicating that “homes, 

gardens or buildings will not be compulsory purchased as part of the Scheme.”.  The Clerk 

& Mr Hook had asked Daclour Maclaren to write to all previous letter recipients making 

this absolutely clear. They responded as follows: 

 

“I write further to your earlier email. The project can confirm that they will not 

compulsorily purchase any homes, gardens or buildings. As mentioned below this was the 

intention of our earlier letter and we have not had any additional comment from residents 

to clarify this specific point. We would suggest that this is communicated to anyone 

specifically who has contacted you directly or potentially via parish council meeting 

updates. If local residents want to get in touch directly on this point we would of course be 

happy to receive this. As we have previously written to residents to this effect and not 

received any comment on this we do not intend to follow up with an additional letter.” 

 

Meeting of representatives from parish councils and BEPS held on 23 September 

There was an informal meeting for parish council representatives and BEPS on 23 

September to discuss responses to the proposed EPS planning application. Mr Hook and the 

Clerk attended.  

 

Mr Hook read from an email received from BEPS. 

 

Annetta Berry of BEPS stressed the importance of building on the research work that had 

already been undertaken in regard to each of the individual land parcels. She made the point 

that parish councils need to be involved in this by covering the land parcels in their parish 

for all the topics within the EPS document leaving specialists to cover a particular topic(s) 

across the whole EPS scheme. She also highlighted the need to collect a large number of 

personal impact statements from parishioners. The land parcels research would be assisted 

by a BEPS volunteer. It was agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting. A volunteer 

would be needed for this. 

 

David Hook had also commented that the application would be so large that it would be 

impossible for anyone council to read, understand and comment on all of the details in the 

application. Therefore, he had proposed that the work could be made achievable if 

individual parish councils each took one topic and studied what the application had to say 

on that issue highlighting the main flaws and discrepancies in the application. This would 

at least ensure that the application as a whole was read with the benefit of local knowledge 

and not just left to AI.  Jason Crawley from Shotesham indicated that he would oversee the 

subject of cultural heritage. 

 

 

 

PB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEMPNALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

  

  

  Chairman’s initials ______________ 
 

Page Number 2183   

 

Following the meeting the Clerk had sent an email to attendees asking if they would 

volunteer for specific areas, but no response had been received to date.   

 

Mr Hook proposed, Mr Delf seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that Hempnall Parish 

Council oversees the impacts on landscape, visual intrusion, rural tranquillity, light 

pollution and users of public rights of way. In addition, we should investigate the 

engagement of an expert professional landscape consultant for a targeted review of the 

application to identify the main discrepancies, inconsistencies and errors in the application 

because these are the points the planning inspectorate would be most concerned about.  

 

Residents at the meeting agreed to the principle of spending some funds in this way. 

 

East Pye Targeted Consultation 

East Pye had issued a targeted consultation lasting from 22/10/25 to 26/11/25 regarding 

changes to their original proposals. An initial review by Mr Hook indicated that the main 

changes relate to: 

• Expanding site 7D to allow even more panels to be erected 

• Trebling the capacity of the substation in Great Moulton 

• Requiring extra areas for access points to sites 

 

Mr Elliott proposed, Mrs Cann seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that Mr Hook and 

the Clerk respond critically to the consultation and request an extension of the consultation 

period as it is too short for most parish councils to respond effectively. 

 

The full application is now expected in first quarter of 2026. 

 

Ben Goldsborough MP 

The Clerk and Mr Hook had responded to Mr Goldsborough to encourage him again to walk 

the parish with us as he had done in Brooke and Shotesham, however he had again declined. 

Mr Hook proposed, Mr Turner seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that the Clerk 

report in the newsletter that he had declined as it was (in his own words) “not a good use 

of his time”.  

 

East Pye Solar for general legal advice 

The Clerk read a letter forwarded on from BEPS re legal advice for parishioners. The Clerk 

to keep on file. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DH/IN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN 

 

 

 

 

Unapproved changes to listed building 

It had been brought to the council’s attention that there had been unapproved changes to a 

listed building. Mr Hook proposed, Mrs Cann seconded, and it was agreed unanimously 

that the Clerk bring the matter to the attention of the SNC enforcement officer. 

 

 

 

 

IN 

Norwich to Tilbury - Acceptance Project Update 

Mr Rose proposed, Mr Elliott seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that the Clerk 

should register the parish council as an interested party. 

 

 

 

IN 

South Norfolk Village Cluster Housing Allocations Plan – Examination 

Mr Hook reported that from his review there were no points of concern for Hempnall. Mr 

Hook proposed, Mr Delf seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that there was no need 

for a response. 

 

 

Planning enforcement – Willow Drive 

The enforcement officer of SNC had responded to our comments re the line of the southern 

boundary not complying with the approved planning consent as follows: “I have requested 

No11 submit an application to regularise their increased residential curtilage, and they have 

confirmed they will be submitting one shortly.” 
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Mr Shingleton explained how the situation had arisen unbeknown to him as he thought F 

W Properties had received the appropriate planning consent prior to selling the plot to him. 

 

Willow Drive attenuation ditch 

The Clerk had written to SNC to establish who owns the ditch and what conditions there 

where for the maintenance of the ditch as part of the planning consent. They responded as 

follows: The amenity land on the estate is now managed by a maintenance company owned 

by the residents.  Details agreed by Condition 2 of 2021/1585 cover what maintenance 

should take place on the estate.” The management company is called Hempnall 

Development Land Ltd, Co Number 12211713, registered address 7 The Close, Norwich, 

United Kingdom, NR1 4DJ, Directors Ian Fox and Julian Wells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Football Club ball protection netting  

It was noted that the football club were looking to erect some protection for balls to be 

placed in front of the southern boundary hedge. This was to be funded by Tasburgh football 

club however they had failed to attract funding.  

 

Messrs Delf and Workman had liaised with the football clubs and agreed that temporary 

netting 1m high should be sufficient and could be purchased at a cost of £75.96 inc vat. This 

would also be used by Hempnall on the south eastern boundary to protect the statue, oak 

tree and play area. 

 

Mr Delf proposed, Mr Workman seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that the parish 

council purchase the netting, and Messrs Delf and Workman will liaise again with the clubs 

to relay the councils wishes regarding its use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN 

RD/PW 

Correspondence from Parishioners 

 

 

Seat on Krons Meadow 

Mrs Nelson had requested the seat on Krons Meadow be replaced. Mr Workman proposed, 

Mr Turner seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that the Clerk should inform Mrs 

Nelson that the old seat and the land on which it stood belonged to the Church and Town 

Estate Property Charity and the council would pass on her request to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN 

Dog Bin – Busseys Loke 

The Church wardens have requested an extra dog bin is provided in Busseys Loke by the 

gate to the churchyard. Mrs Cann proposed, Mr Elliott seconded, and it was agreed 

unanimously that the Clerk write back to point out that the council already supplied 5 

strategically placed bins in the village and will urge dog owners to use them in our 

newsletter. 

 

It was also noted that the dog bin on the village hall car park required a “Dog Bin” sign, 

The Clerk to arrange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN 

 

 

IN 

 

Play area shelter 

Mr Delf produced a picture of a shelter estimated to cost circa £30k which could be funded 

by the CIL money. Mr Elliott proposed, Mr Turner seconded, and it was agreed 

unanimously that Mr Delf obtain quotes and details re planning permission and rates 

liability so the matter could be considered in more detail at the next meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

RD 

Football pitch static goal 

Mr Delf reported that the football club portable goals are being damaged by non-football 

club people trying to use them. Historically there was a static goal for general public use. 

Mr Delf suggested that he investigates this further and report to the next meeting. 

 

 

 

 

RD 

 

Speeding traffic  

A parishioner had written pointing out various speeding concerns and possible solutions. 

The Clerk read out the letter. Mr Elliott proposed, Mrs Cann seconded, and it was agreed 

unanimously that the Clerk write back to say that councillors shared their concerns and have 

already asked NCC Highways for all the things they suggested to try and solve the issues. 
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We will forward their letter with parish council support to NCC Highways who are 

responsible for these matters. It will also be suggested that they make their feelings known 

to County Councillor Thomas. Mr Elliott also volunteered to visit them to talk through 

things. 

 

 

 

 

IN/RE 

Slippery roads 

It had been reported that the road surface on the B1527 for several 100m east of the 

recycling centre was treacherous especially in the wet due to a lack of road grit on the 

surface. Motorcyclists, car and lorry drivers had complained about this danger. The Clerk 

to report to NCC Highways. 

 

 

 

 

 

IN 

New saplings planted on playing field hedge  

Mr Delf had kindly planted saplings to fill the gap left following the removal of scrub. Some 

of the saplings were in danger of affecting a Willow Drive resident’s fence so Mr Delf 

agreed to realign them if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

RD 

Remembrance Day wreath 

The parish council will supply a wreath to be laid at the memorial.  

 

 

PB 

Field Lane SAM unit 

The Clerk reported that permission had been obtained to locate a unit in Field Lane. 

 

 

Items for next newsletter 

The Clerk to draft and publish, when appropriate, articles on the following: 

• Please do not allow dogs to foul the churchyard 

• Mr Goldsborough MP’s response to request to walk in the village re East Pye 

• Speed figures from SAM (to be supplied by Mr Elliott.) 

• Update on East Pye 

 

 

IN 

 

 

RE 

 

 

Items for next main meeting 

• D Cracknell 

• Gravestone wobble test (Mr Workman to carry out prior to the meeting) 

 

 

 

IN 

 

Date of next meeting 

The next Parish Council meetings will take place as follows: 

18 November 2025 at 7:00pm in The Mill - main meeting 

16 December 2026 at 7.00pm in The Mill – planning meeting 

 

 

 

 

IN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 21:25.  

 

Signed ___________________________________________Date 18/11/2025 

 


