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Chairman’s report

On reflecting on the activities of this Parish Council over the last year, I can 
report that with very few exceptions life has been fairly uneventful.

The main exception to this statement however, again revolves around the wind 
farm application for Bussey’s Loke.

You will be aware that when the application came before this council, it was 
unanimously agreed to recommend refusal when the application was considered 
by South Norfolk Council. It was most gratifying last August to see South Norfolk 
Council endorse our opinion that such a large scale development was totally 
inappropriate for our villages.

As was expected, the applicants, Enertrag( (UK) Ltd applied to the Planning 
Inspectorate for a Public Inquiry and this was granted. The original date set by 
the PI for this event was April 21st. This has since been postponed until late 
September earliest at the request of Enertrag to enable them to reconsider their 
EIA.

As soon as it was officially known that an inquiry was forthcoming, Hempnall 
Parish Council joined forces with Saxlingham PC and SHOWT to form a joint 
advisory group. This group then applied to the Planning Inspectorate for, and 
were subsequently granted a Rule 6 status which gives us the same 
representational status as Enertrag and South Norfolk Council.

In order to give ourselves the best possible chance of success at the inquiry, we 
have engaged the services of a first class barrister with an impressive track 
record in successfully opposing similar on-shore wind-farm applications in the 
UK. Similarly, we have also secured expert key witnesses who will contribute to 
our cause.

As with all expert services, these are accompanied by “expert” costs and, in 
order for Hempnall PC to meet its share of these costs it was necessary to 
increase our precept from £10,230.00 last year to £17,900 this year, an increase 
of around 75%. In real terms, this means that every householder in Hempnall will 
see an increase of between £11 - £16 on their council tax bill in the forthcoming 
year. This is the cost of democracy when one is fighting a company bankrolled by 
a rich foreign parent company!

On a far more positive note, I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to 
my colleagues on the PC for their support and enthusiasm, not to mention their 
“wicked banter” over the last year. There have been occasions when we have 
had a profound variation of opinions and passions have run high, but thankfully 
decisions have always been reached in a civilised and professional manner.



Annual report of Hempnall Parish Council 2009

2 of 4

A final word of thanks must again go to Ian Nelson, our clerk, whose enormous 
and professional input into the day to day running of our parish council helps to 
ensure we live up to our Quality Council status, long may this be the case!!

Councillor Telephone No.
Geoffrey Moulton – Chairman 01508 482467
David Hook – Vice Chairman 01508 498187
Liz Allen 01508 499357
Debbie Ashford 01508 498242
Kevin Cunningham 01508 499502
Richard Delf 01508 499788
David Pointer 01508 498430
Hamish Rose 01508 498486
Peter Workman 01508 499729
Ian Nelson - Clerk 01508 498467 theclerk@hempnallpc.org
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HEMPNALL PARISH COUNCIL
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009

31st March 31st March
2008 Notes 2009

£ £ £
INCOME

11,600.00 Precept 10,230.00
768.42 Interest on investments 585.77

- Recycling receipts 400.00
303.00 Donation -
100.00 Land rent 7 100.00

- Agency Services Reimbursed -
- Loans taken out -
- Capital receipts 1b -

1,191.44 Playing field Users Assn. Income 6 1,290.04
13,962.86 TOTAL INCOME 12,605.81

EXPENDITURE
1,508.65 General administration 1,431.93
2,753.29 Wages 3,003.56
2,335.40 Grass Cutting 2,351.94
1,180.00 Village improvements 823.50
1,350.00 Capital spending 1a 472.63

94.29 Street lighting 244.27
350.82 Annual subscriptions & donations 311.97
500.00 Litter Clearance 500.00
208.65 Playground Maintenance 1,313.84

- Churchyard Maintenance 125.00
220.87 Dog Bins 124.66

- Agency services -
902.73 S137 payments 8 125.00

- Provision for bad & doubtful debts -
- Interest on long term debts -
- Wind Turbine Public Inquiry Costs 1,435.96

1,239.88 Playing field Users Assn. Expenditure 6 1,549.80
12,644.58 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 13,814.06

GENERAL FUND
11,826.22 General fund at beginning of year 14,542.94
13,962.86 Add total income 12,605.81

(12,644.58) less total expenditure (13,814.06)
Surplus/(Deficit) (1,208.25)

13,144.50 General fund at end of year 13,334.69
1,350.00 Transfers from Capital Fund 472.63

48.44 Transfers from Earmarked Funds 259.76
- Transfers to Earmarked Funds -

14,542.94 Balance at 31st March 2009 14,067.08
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HEMPNALL PARISH COUNCIL
BALANCE 
SHEET
AS AT 31ST MARCH 2009

31st March 31st March
2008 Notes 2009

£ £ £

LONG TERM ASSETS
13,000.00 Investments - National Savings Bonds 13,000.00

- Long term debtors -
13,000.00 13,000.00

CURRENT ASSETS
- Stocks and stores -
- Work in progress -

225.00 Debtors (Net of provisions) 4 226.00
262.50 Payments in advance -
672.83 V.A.T. recoverable 4 901.27

- Temporary lending -
8,085.19 Cash at bank and in hand 7,129.87
9,245.52 8,257.14

22,245.52 TOTAL ASSETS 21,257.14

CURRENT LIABILITIES
298.15 Creditors 622.81
112.50 Receipts in Advance -

- Temporary borrowing -
- Bank overdrawn -

410.65 622.81

21,834.87 NET ASSETS 20,634.33

REPRESENTED BY:
2,675.59 General Fund - Earmarked 6 2,415.83

14,542.94 General Fund - Not Earmarked 14,067.08
17,218.53 16,482.91
4,616.34 Capital Reserve 5 4,143.71

21,834.87 20,626.62




